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C&E Releases Objectives
“A parallel effort to the phased approach for reintroduction”

• Meets short-term goals for blocked area tribes
• Cultural/Spiritual connections 

• Harvest opportunities

• Proof of concept for reintroduction efforts
• Small-scale behavior and survival monitoring

• Spawning and production monitoring

• Societal awareness and education of reintroduction efforts and 
benefits

• Community and media engagement

• Political engagement



Cultural and Educational Releases
UCUT Tribes, 2017-present

>20,000 Juvenile Chinook

Hangman Creek, 2019

Hangman Creek, 2020

Sherman Creek Net Pens, 2021



Cultural and Educational Releases
UCUT Tribes, 2017-present

> 1,400 Adult Chinook



Post-release behavior, documented spawning:  
Sanpoil R., Tshimikain Ck., Little Spokane R. and Rufus Woods
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BSP-2
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Post-release behavior, documented spawning:  
Spokane River



• Caught 1,065 juvenile Chinook between 
March 3 – April 14, 2022

• Mean length of 39mm

Documented production of wild juveniles:
Tshimikain Creek

Tshimikain Creek



Documented production of wild juveniles:
Sanpoil River

Sanpoil River

Sanpoil Juvenile Wild Chinook, 2021
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• Caught 1,071 juvenile Chinook between June 
3-26, 2021

(the trap only samples a fraction of the river)

• Caught another 743 between July 20 and 
Nov 18



Community Engagement
Spokane, WA August, 2022
National AFS Conference



Media Outreach



Political Engagement
Upper Columbia United Tribes
Phase 2 Implementation Plan

The Phase 2 Implementation Plan is a stepwise and 
scientifically adaptive approach to test the feasibility of 

restoring salmon to the upper Columbia River Basin that is 
focused on collaboration, cost effectiveness, and benefits for 

the entire region.

Currently in Place
• Clear implementation path to 

assess feasibility for full 
reintroduction

• Collaborative framework with 
state and federal agencies

Highlights
• No changes to power 

production, flood control, or 
irrigation benefits to the dams

• No intention of using ESA-
protected fish

Benefits
• Tribal cultural restitution
• Climate change resiliency

• Access to higher elevation, 
colder water habitat

• Greater salmon returns in the 
Columbia River Basin 
• 41,000+ summer Chinook and 

76,000+ Sockeye, annually
• Ecosystem benefits
• Recreational and economic 

benefits for local communities
• Lake Roosevelt sturgeon 

reintroduction: $520,000+ into 
the local economy for a 4-
month fishery, annually

What Congress can do:
Urge responsible federal agencies to fund the plan with current 
appropriations and funding mechanisms: $176 million 

• For comparison, Grand Coulee revenue in that timeframe will exceed $38.8 
billion

Direct federal agencies to use existing authorities and, if
necessary, pursue additional authorizations to conduct fish 
passage studies and implementation

Positive step for 80+ year old trust and environmental issueConstituents City and County
Elected Officials

State Government

Tribes/Advocates

Federal Representatives

Action Agencies




Upper Columbia United Tribes
Phase 2 Implementation Plan

The Phase 2 Implementation Plan is a stepwise and scientifically adaptive approach to test the feasibility of restoring salmon to the upper Columbia River Basin that is focused on collaboration, cost effectiveness, and benefits for the entire region.



Currently in Place

Clear implementation path to assess feasibility for full reintroduction

Collaborative framework with state and federal agencies



Highlights

No changes to power production, flood control, or irrigation benefits to the dams

No intention of using ESA-protected fish











Benefits

Tribal cultural restitution

Climate change resiliency

Access to higher elevation, colder water habitat

Greater salmon returns in the Columbia River Basin 

41,000+ summer Chinook and 76,000+ Sockeye, annually

Ecosystem benefits

Recreational and economic benefits for local communities

Lake Roosevelt sturgeon reintroduction: $520,000+ into the local economy for a 4-month fishery, annually

What Congress can do:

Urge responsible federal agencies to fund the plan with current appropriations and funding mechanisms: $176 million 

For comparison, Grand Coulee revenue in that timeframe will exceed $38.8 billion

Direct federal agencies to use existing authorities and, if necessary, pursue additional authorizations to conduct fish passage studies and implementation

Positive step for 80+ year old trust and environmental issue
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Cultural and Educational Releases

• A successful start to meeting some short-term tribal goals
• Public awareness and education of reintroduction efforts and benefits
• A proof of concept for the Phased approach

Photo courtesy of the Colville Tribes
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