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Crayfish Study + Much More!



Why Participate?
• Not much known about crayfish 

in Northwest – students can help
• Opportunity to collect & submit 

accurate data to researchers
• Increase understanding of 

positive/negative roles of native 
& invasive crayfish 

• Power to monitor invasive 
species to improve health of 
local watershed



Problems with Invasive Crayfish
• Outcompete
• Eat eggs

• Burrowing and foraging 
behavior can lead to 
cyanobacteria blooms; 
less oxygen 



therivermile.org/network-projects/the-
river-mile-crayfish-study

Self-paced Training
https://therivermile.org/crayfish-observation-training-

module/

https://therivermile.org/network-projects/the-river-mile-crayfish-study/complete-crayfish-curriculum
https://therivermile.org/network-projects/the-river-mile-crayfish-study/complete-crayfish-curriculum


Crayfish Trap

Measuring Board

Poster

Transportation

Dissecting 
invasive crayfish 

Substitute Teacher 
Funding



Water Quality Testing

Today we connect with  



Crayfish Data Submission – The River Mile

https://therivermile.org/network-projects/the-river-mile-crayfish-study/crayfish-data-submission-2/


Data
• therivermile.org
• Crayfish Data Map

https://therivermile.org/
https://therivermile.org/network-projects/the-river-mile-crayfish-study/study-results/


Crayfish Study Resources –
The River Mile

North Bend Middle School

https://therivermile.org/network-projects/the-river-mile-crayfish-study/resources/
https://therivermile.org/network-projects/the-river-mile-crayfish-study/resources/


Lewiston High School



Columbia High School



Northern (Virile) Crayfish
Faxonius virilis



The River Mile Management Team
Janice Elvidge, M.S.,
Founder
The River Mile Network

Rick Reynolds, M.S., Ed.,
Founder
Engaging Every Student
-
Crayfish Project Manager
The River Mile Network

Jim Ekins, Ph.D.,
Area Water Educator
University of Idaho Extension
IDAH²O
Master Water Stewards

Debra Berg
Retired Educator
Columbia School
Hunters, WA

Pauline Schaffer
The REACH Museum

Dr. Eric Larson, Ph.D.
Asst. Prof., Univ. of Illinois
TRM Crayfish Study 
Supervising Scientist

Eric Larson



Q&A



therivermile.org

Thank you! 

Rick Reynolds, M.S.Ed.  

rick@engagingeverystudent.com

Jim Ekins, Ph.D.
jekins@uidaho.edu

Janice Elvidge, MS
therivermilemgt@gmail.com

https://therivermile.org/
mailto:rick@engagingeverystudent.com
mailto:jekins@uidaho.edu
mailto:therivermilemgt@gmail.com


Native Signal Crayfish
Pacifastacus leniusculus



Native Signal Crayfish
Pacifastacus leniusculus



Northern Crayfish
Faxonius virilis



Invasive Rusty Crayfish 
Faxonius rusticus



Pilose Crayfish
Pacifastacus gambelii



Snake River Pilose Crayfish
Pacifastacus connectens



Red Swamp Crayfish
Procambarus clarkii



Key Partners Include…
• National Park Service, Lake Roosevelt NRA

• Lake Roosevelt Forum  

• Engaging Every Student

• University of Idaho Extension

• University of Idaho Master Water Stewards

• Environmental Protection Agency

• The REACH Museum

• University of Illinois

• Pacific Education Institute

• Siuslaw Watershed Council therivermile.org

https://therivermile.org/


Self-paced in The River 
Mile Community

therivermile.org/community

https://therivermile.org/community
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