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Post Falls Dam is 9 Miles Down The Spokane River 
From the Coeur d’Alene Lake Outlet

About ½ the Year the River Looks Like a Natural River
And ½ the Year the River Level Is Held Up By the Dam



The Outlet Restriction Determines How Much Water Flows 

in the River at a Particular Lake Elevation

Spokane River Cross Section and Channel Depth

At Summer Elevation (2128 ft)
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• Outlet channel capacity at summer level = 18,316 CFS

• Outlet channel capacity at 2131.27 (average high) = 29,980 CFS

• Outlet channel capacity at 2122.5 (average low) = 4,160 CFS

• Outlet channel capacity at 2121.5  = 2,100 CFS

9 Feet Deep
At 2128.0



Winter 2022-2023 In The Spokane River 

Drainage Has Been Cold and Dry
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Winter 2022-2023 In The Spokane River 

Drainage Has Been Cold and Dry
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SNOTEL Sites in the Spokane
River Drainage
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Comparing
similar years
2020 and 2023 
in terms of SWE
and seasonal 
precipitation on 
April 26th

April 26, 2023

April 26, 2020
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May 2023 Forecast
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June – July - August 2023 Weather Forecast
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