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Who Are Upper Columbia Plateau Tribes: 
Members of UCUT?

The Upper Columbia United (member) 
Tribes of (UCUT) - Five Sovereigns:

• Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation (12)

• The Coeur d’Alene Tribe

• The Kalispel Tribe

• The Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

• The Spokane Tribe



Upper Columbia Plateau Tribes -
River Connections - River Traditions



Upper Columbia Plateau Tribes - River Connections Traditions

• Sovereign Tribes and diverse indigenous cultures in diverse 

landscapes of the upper Columbia Plateau.

Common Connections:

• Intimate connections to the Columbia Basin Watershed rivers

• First Foods

• Anadromous and resident fish

• Plants, aquatic, and terrestrial animals

• Values-based leadership



What is UCUT?
The Upper Columbia United Tribes (UCUT) is a tribal consortium, comprised of the five Upper Columbia Plateau Tribes



Sovereign Tribes and Indigenous Cultures

• Toxic pollution destroys 
intimate connections, 
healthy lifeways, and 
traditional-use relationships

• Put Tribal communities and 
Landscape relationships at 
risk

• Further, toxic pollution puts 
all communities at risk



Columbia River Toxics Reduction Lead Entity (CRTRLE) 
Project

CRTRLE is a coordinated UCUT effort engaging the five member Plateau Tribes to 
reduce toxic pollution from entering the waterways and ecosystems of the Upper 
Columbia Basin Watershed. The effort endeavors to recover the ability for tribal 
communities to connect to traditional foods, recreation, fisheries, plants and 
animals of the aboriginally occupied landscapes. 

The CRTRLE is working for the benefit of tribal residents and all residents and 
communities living in the upper Columbia River Watershed.

Each Tribe has done extensive science and toxics reduction work individually -
UCUT will endeavor to coordinate and build on further efforts.



The Columbia River Toxics Reduction Lead Entity (CRTRLE) Project

The What: 

$5,597,772 - Total funding package
• Developing, implementing, and managing a multi-phase, large-scale program which leverages 

partnerships and includes a comprehensive toxics reduction strategic plan.

• Leading program and policy development and providing technical assistance.
• Awarding and managing subawards.
• Participating in the Columbia River Basin Restoration Program Working Group



The Columbia River Toxics Reduction Lead Entity (CRTRLE) Project
How:
The project is comprised of the following components, activities, and “flow”:
The Columbia River Toxics reduction Lead Entity is composed of five major project and focus areas or “project bins”.

In each of the five project “project bins” there are multiple subawards available for each of the five member tribes of UCUT and other entities.

• Toxics Reduction Strategic Plan ($960,000 - 8 subawards, $120,000 each) This is a long-term project that seeks to provide a framework 
for integrating all parties into a cohesive plan that creates an overall framework to organize efforts in preventing and removing persistent, 
bioaccumulative toxics (PBTs) and Chemicals of Concern (CoC) from Columbia Basin waterways. 

• Lead Trade-Out ($259,000 - 7 subawards, $37,000 each) This program would endeavor to prevent new lead (in the form of fishing gear) 
from entering and polluting waterways.

• Creation of a regional inventory of historic mines ($270,000 - 6 subawards, $45,000 each) The inventory will be a synthesis of information 
on historic mine locations, tailing storage areas, and legacy mining contamination pathways, along with the identification of priority sites 
for remediation. 

• Education and Outreach ($525,000 - 7 subawards, $75,000 each) Community education is a direct way of educating people in preventing 
people and wildlife from being poisoned, and preventing toxics from entering the ecosystems and waterways.

• Agricultural buffers and Best Management Practices (BMPs) ($1,200,000 - 12 subawards, $100,00 each) This project would endeavor to 
encourage the recovery of stream-side, riparian habitats to prevent toxic pollution from running off the surrounding landscape and 
entering our waterways.



CRTRLE Updates
Current Work:
• Drafting the RFP 
• Seeking community, Nonprofit, Agency, and Tribal Engagement 

Timeline:
• The RFP will open to the public in the beginning of July
• The RFP will close mid to late August
• Awards will be granted in September
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