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What we focus on

Ecology uses different tools to focus 
on toxics that are the most:

• Persistent

• Bioaccumulative

• Toxic
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Big picture 
look at toxics

• What are they?

• Where are they found in 
the environment? 

• What are the sources?

• How to we manage 
them? 
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Our work to keep toxics out 

of water in the first place



Looking ahead

Columbia River Lead Entity Grant

• Ecology’s Washington State Toxics 
Reduction Lead cooperative agreement is 
funded by this program

• Objective is to develop a comprehensive 
strategy to reduce toxics in the Columbia 
River

6



Back to the 
river
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Thank you
Email: vincent.mcgowan@ecy.wa.gov

Phone: (360)789-1167
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Bigger than Watershed Scale

Clean up
Eliminate 

the 
pollution

How do 
we 

address it?

Where 
does it 
come 
from?

Is there a 
problem?

1.The science arm of Ecology identifies and studies toxics of concern
2.Understanding where they come from is the next step
3.Chemical action plans are comprehensive strategy documents
4.Source elimination is the most effective way to address toxics
5 Otherwise, we have to clean them up (most expensive way to address toxics)
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